
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TAXIWAY ZULU 
UPDATE 

 

BIDs ArE In! 

AvIATIon              
roUnDUP 2020 

 

Who Is PErformIng 

LEgEnDs of 
vIcTorY ToUr 

 

WELcomEs ThE B-25 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIRPORT 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
8am – 5pm 
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1146 AIRPORT ROAD 
MINDEN, NV 89423 
 
 
(775) 782-9871 

 
Airport Director: 
Bobbi Thompson 
 
 
Airport Manager: 
Chris Johnson 
 
 
Operations 
Supervisor: 
Frank Monack 
 
 
Office Manager: 
Erin Eichhorst 

 
Maintenance Staff: 
 
Walker Jackson 
 
Adam Denersosie 
 
Howard Rush 

SIXTH GRADE AVIATION DAYS 
 

Instilling a Love for Aviation 
 

The Minden-Tahoe Airport participated in the annual Sixth-Grade Aviation Days hosted by 
the Sport Aviation Foundation. The event, which ran between May 6-7th and May 20-21st, 
involved every sixth-grade class within Douglas Country. The purpose of the event was to 
expose kids to the aviation community. Once the kids arrived at the airport they were split 
into numerous groups. The groups were escorted to various stations which highlighted the 
different aspects of aviation such as: 

    Balsa Wood Glider Experiments  Aviation Careers 
    Gliders     Aircraft Displays (Carbon cub, 1951 Piper Arrow) 
    Airport Operations    Drones 
    Preflight and Aircraft Parts 
    Carson Valley Soaring Weather 

This year we had more than 200 kids attend the event which required the involvement of 
more than 18 volunteers from the Sport Aviation Foundation.   

 

Taxiway Zulu Update 
 

The Bids Are In! 
 

The airport has received the “green light” from the FAA and the project has since undergone the 
bid process. The airport received multiple bids from local contractors within the Carson Valley 
area. In the final weeks of May, the bids were received by the airport and Armstrong Engineering, 
who are responsible for the planning and engineering of the project, and currently being 
reviewed. The project is scheduled to occur in three phases:  
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
 
August 7th 
Brown Bag Lunch 
 
 
 
September 3-8th 
Flying Legends of Victory 
Tour: B-17 
 
 
 
October 2nd  
Brown Bag Lunch 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Phase 1: Between the closed runway and A2 

 Phase 2: Between the closed runway and glider staging on Runway 30 

Phase 3: Between A2 and the beginning of Runway 16 

Timelines are currently not in place as groundbreaking will officially begin once the FAA releases 
funding and the contractor has received all materials necessary to begin construction. The 
airport is hopeful to start phase 1 later this fall but the airport is still unsure as to when funding 
for phase 2 and 3 will be released by the FAA.  

Taxiway Zulu will allow for further development on the east side of the airport. All utilities 
(power, sewer and water) are currently in place and ready for the construction of additional 
hangars, business and assets that will benefit the airport and our community. The airport is 
currently maintaining a land lease waitlist for people who are interested in developing on 
eastside of the airport. Please contact the airport administration office for additional 
information or to be placed on the waitlist. 

 

DRONES FOR THE 
CIVIL AIR PATROL 

Beyond the C182 
 

The Civil Air Patrol has commenced work on 
integrating sUAS (small unmanned aerial 
vehicles) into their emergency and disaster 
relief response. Although the program is still 
in its infancy, Civil Air Patrol Squadron 067, 
based here at Minden-Tahoe Airport, are 
anxiously looking forward to the arrival of 
their first drone platform. sUAS technology 
will allow the squadron to deploy rapidly 
and/or in less than favorable weather 
conditions during federal, state, or local 
emergencies. Drones can provide near, real-
time video for rapid analysis and 
evaluations. They are a low-cost alternative 
to both land and river surveying as well as 
support missions for the local community. 
The use of the drones by the Civil Air Patrol 
will not interfere with airport operations as 
all Part 107 rules will apply to their 
operations.    

 

BROWN BAG 
LUNCH EVENT 

 
 
The airport is reintroducing the Brown Bag 
Lunch events. The event invites airport 
tenants and operators the opportunity to 
not only sit down and enjoy one another’s 
company but discuss the airport as a whole 
and brainstorm ideas or events that would 
benefit the airport community. The last 
Brown Bag Lunch, hosted on June 5th, was a 
great event and it was wonderful to catch up 
with all our tenants regarding their hangar 
projects, future flights, and overall plans for 
the summer. There was even some 
discussion of future events that the airport 
could potentially host. The airport is 
intending to continue the Brown Bag 
Lunches by hosting one during the first 
Wednesday of the month on a bi-monthly 
basis. Bring your food and ideas as we look 
forward to seeing you during the next one 
scheduled on August 7th!   
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been an influx of gear-up 
landings here at Minden-Tahoe 
Airport. Although many of the incidents 
are still under review by the FAA, there 
are some key points that can be 
examined that may prevent us from 
falling victim to a gear-up incident. 
 

First and foremost is checklist 
discipline. References to the checklist 
appears sixty-two times in the FAA’s 
Risk Management Handbook. 
Furthermore, checklist have been 
proven so effective that commercial 
airlines require their pilots to utilize 
them during all phases of flight and 
emergencies. From a human factors 
standpoint, pilots can easily get 
distracted by heavy workloads and 
simply forget to extend the landing 
gear. Utilizing a checklist will 
significantly reduce the likelihood of 
overlooking this critical step. Develop a 
cockpit flow or memory aid that will 
supplement, but not replace, the 
checklist.     The    idea    is    to    quickly 
 

accomplish the critical tasks required 
for that particular phase of flight. Once 
the tasks have been completed, the 
checklist should be referenced to 
confirm that all items have been 
accomplished. Historically, the classic 
“GUMPS” which target: Gas, 
Underbelly, Mixture, Propeller, and 
Switches/Seatbelts has been taught by 
many CFIs throughout the industry. 
Some pilots may choose to develop a 
“sweep” of the cabin and flight 
instruments. For example, starting at 
the floorboard they work their way up 
and from one side of the panel to the 
other side.   
 

Consistency is key. Pilots who transition 
between many different types of 
aircraft should consider using the same 
routine regardless of what aircraft they 
are flying. Develop a memory aid for 
the most complicated, or advanced, 
aircraft you fly and use it for every 
aircraft you get in. When running a 
complex checklist in a fixed gear 
aircraft, just acknowledge that the gear  

is down and simply move onto the next 
item. Generally, pilots who jump 
between fixed gear and complex 
aircraft are at a greater risk of 
forgetting to extend their landing gear. 
Treating every aircraft as a complex 
aircraft will reduce the risk of a gear 
incident, especially if you are prone to 
forgetting what type of aircraft you are 
currently flying in.  
 

Don’t rush! If you feel as though you are 
not set up for an approach or landing, 
don’t attempt it. Rushing to get set up 
and configuring the airplane for landing 
will put a pilot at an increased risk for 
overlooking their landing gear. If you 
feel as though you have fallen behind in 
configuring the airplane, consider 
delaying your entry into the traffic 
pattern until you have had time to 
review the checklist and are ready for 
this critical phase of flight. If flying an 
instrument approach, ask ATC for delay 
vectors prior to crossing the final 
approach fix.  
 

Gear-up landings are a costly mistake. 
Aside from having to explain the 
circumstances to the FAA and dealing 
with insurance claims, these incidents 
can reflect badly on a pilot’s record. 
Furthermore, it’s an incident that can 
easily be avoided. Hopefully by 
reviewing the information above we 
can reduce the occurrence of gear-up 
landings not only here at Minden-
Tahoe but in aviation as a whole.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fLYIng LEgEnDs of vIcTorY 
 

Now Including the B-25 in their stop at Minden-Tahoe 

 

As announced in last quarter’s newsletter, Minden-Tahoe is excited to welcome the Flying Legends of Victory Tour this 
year in September. The plan was to originally bring only the B-17 “Flying Fortress” which played a vital part in the Allied 
victory during the Pacific Theater of WWII. In the past month the Commemorative Air Force, who are hosting the Flying 
Legends of Victory  Tour,  have publicized they will also  be  bringing  the  B-25 during  their stop  here  at  Minden.  The 

 
B-25 “Mitchell”, as it was nicknamed to 
honor Major General William Michell, 
was flown in just about every theater 
during WWII. Over the course of the war 
and the following decades, over 10,000 
B-25 were built and utilized as bombers 
and gunships. There were multiple 
variants of the airframe ordered across 
the different branches of military.  

One of the most famous involvements of 
the aircraft during WWII was the 
Doolittle Raid, also known as the Tokyo 
Raid, on April 18, 1942. The raid was in 
retaliation to the infamous attack on 
Pearl  Harbor  in   which   sixteen   B-25Bs 

 

 

were launched from the aircraft carrier USS Hornet in the Western Pacific Ocean. The raid was planned and led by 
Lieutenant Colonel James Doolittle with the objective being to engage and bomb various Japanese military targets. The 
B-25s involved in the raid had to be stripped down to reduce the takeoff weight allowing them to successfully launch 
from the aircraft carrier. What makes the story of the Doolittle Raid so remarkable was the men involved in the operation 
understood that although they could launch from the aircraft carrier, they would not be able to return and safely land. 
The plan was for them to drop their payloads over Japan and continue west towards China where they would hope to 
land.   
 

 
Fifteen of the sixteen aircraft reached China, but all 
crashed upon landing. Of the eighty crewmembers, 
sixty-nine were successfully returned to the United 
States. To honor the courage and sacrifice of so   
many soldiers, such as those involved in the 
Doolittle Raid, the Commemorative Air Force is 
proud to offer the opportunity for you to become 
immersed in history.  Both the B-25 and B-17 are 
scheduled to be at the Minden-Tahoe Airport 
between September 3rd through 8th. For more 
information please check out the Tour’s website at: 
https://www.azcaf.org/tour/ 
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AVIATION 
ROUNDUP 

 

 
 

Minden-Tahoe Airport is Excited to Host the United 
States Air Force Thunderbirds and Matt Younkin 

 

 
The Thunderbirds illustrate the power, might and discipline 
of the United States Air Force with their F-16 Fighting 
Falcons. The demonstration includes various formations 
that require precision with the aircraft often within inches 
of each other. The Thunderbirds were formed in 1953, just 
a few years after the birth of the United States Air Force in 
1947. Prior to this, military aviation was rooted in the United 
States Army’s Signal Corps as the Aeronautical Division and 
consisted only of one officer and two enlisted personnel 
launching balloons. As the United States became a globally 
recognized superpower and aircraft began dominating the 
sky, the Aeronautical Division was re-designated as the Air 
Corps and then later the Army Air Force in 1941. When 
President Truman signed the National Security Act of 1947, 
this established the United States Air Force as a stand-alone 
branch of military service. The Thunderbirds pay tribute to 
not only the hundreds of airmen both home and abroad but 
the United States Military as a whole. The discipline, 
planning, training and excitation of complex maneuvers are 
in keeping with the pride, professionalism and dedication of 
all military service members.  
 
 
Matt Younkin is a third generation pilot and the son of 
legendary Bobby Younkin. Matt learned to fly in a Piper J3 
cub at the age of 14 and has since become a modern day 
airshow sensation. He now performs in a variety of aircraft. 
The Twin Beech 18, which was built as a navigation trainer 
for the United States Military during World War II, the Super 
Decathlon and the Travel Air “Mystery Ship”.   
 
 
Minden-Tahoe is proud to host both the Thunderbirds and 
Matt Younkin as we look forward to the Aviation Roundup 
scheduled for October 3rd and 4th of 2020. As we bring more 
performers onboard we will update this information on the 
Aviation Roundup website: 
www.aviationroundup.com 
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